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The Inter-American Development Bank recently awarded Venezuela a $153.4 million loan to assist
in expanding the supply of potable water in the central region, the country's most developed area.
Population in the region is estimated to reach an estimated 3.5 million by the turn of the century.
Surface water in the region is scarce and underground sources are overexploited. About 20% of all
Venezuelans lack a reliable water source, and are obligated to purchase water from trucks. The IDB
loan will be employed in a project to increase water flow by five cubic meters per second from the
La Balsa reservoir on the Pao River. It will also include the installation of 110,000 water meters in
Valencia and Maracay to provide 70% of the population metered water service. Finally, the loan
will also help begin a program to reduce the amount of unaccounted water consumption from 43%
of production to 39% by the end of 1991, and to 37% by 1995. (Basic data from Washington Post,
01/11/88)
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